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Principal's Message
Welcome back to the
new schooling year! It
has been wonderful to
see the students engaged
in their classes and to
have connected already
with so many families.

I am pleased to
announce that the
department recently
con rmed my position
as the permanent
Principal at Browns
Plains State High School.
I have thoroughly

enjoyed my rst year here and look forward to
working with you all in the years to come.

It is important to also recognise the work of my
predecessor, Blair Hanna. Blair is a passionate
Principal who led some amazing innovations during
his time here at Browns Plains. I would like to thank
him for all of his hard work and wish him well at his
new school.

Senior Schooling Success

I’d like to begin by acknowledging the success of our
class of 2022.

The top student in the state for Indonesian;
The only student in the state to receive 100%
for their external exam in Health;
27% of eligible students received an ATAR
>90%
48% of students graduated with a Certi cate
III, Certificate IV or a Diploma qualification;
100% of eligible students received their
preferred offers to University or TAFE.

We’re very proud of the work the students produced
last year and their results are well deserved.

Homework

With the term now well under way, families will
start to see their students undertaking homework.
This could be in the form of set tasks, revision or
work on an upcoming assessment.

At the very least, students will have work available
for them on the online platforms Education Perfect
or Mathsonline.

To support students develop positive habits at home,



the student diaries contain a number of pages
devoted to study skills. I encourage families to look
through these pages with their student.

If you have any questions regarding our homework
program, please let me know. Remember that we run
Homework Club in the iCentre every Thursday
afternoon.

BYOD Program

The new BYOD program has been a wonderful
success so far and it is great to see students using
the devices e ectively across all Year levels and
learning areas.

If you are have any issues with your student’s device
over the year, or are still struggling to supply one,
please contact me via email and I will work with you
to find a solution.

Student leaders

Last week we celebrated our new student leaders at
the school’s Leadership Induction. It was wonderful
to have the families of our leaders also participate in
the ceremony.

Congratulations to our leadership team:

School Captains                     Charlize Staier and
Jackson Nossiter

Junior School Captains        Lilah McAnally and Aryan
Naidu

First Nations Leader              Chelsea Smith

Bradman House Prefects     Tyler Savage, Kate
Achaye and Jorji Collins

Fraser House Prefects           Indianna Maddox, Aimee
Kohn and Logan Kurz

Laver House Prefects              Lilly Phillips, Raven
Richards and Brodie Nash

Strickland House Prefects    Zita Zarkovich, Aleksis
Webb and Eric Vang

Communication

Finally, I’d like to thank the families who have been
so proactive in their communication so far this year.
We really appreciate the opportunity to engage with
you to support your student through any concerns
they may have.

If you have any questions or concerns about your

student’s education or wellbeing, I strongly
recommend contacting either me, the relevant Dean
of Students or the office as soon as possible.

Have a great year. I look forward to talking to you
soon.

Ben Ward

PRINCIPAL

Leaders' Induction Ceremony
The new School Captains for 2023, received their
badges at the Leaders' Induction Ceremony this
morning. As a nice touch to the ceremony, the
Principal, Mr Ward, invited the parents to present
their child with their badge. We were very happy to
welcome Councillor Tim Frazer from Logan City
Council and Mr Kane Hart representing the Hon.
Leanne Enoch, Minister for Communities and
Housing, Minister for Digital Economy and Minister
for the Arts to present certi cates to the Captains
and Prefects. Congratulations and well done to the 17
students on your selection as School Leaders for
2023. The Year 12 students also took the Senior
Pledge together and received their Senior Badge. We
look forward to a special year with this amazing
cohort.

 

2023 Work Experience Program - Year 10
Browns Plains State High School is excited to be
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o ering a Work Experience opportunity to all  year
10 students. Work Experience allows students to
develop better knowledge and understanding of the
work environment, what employers expect and an
opportunity to explore possible career options. It
increases their con dence, maturity and
interdependence, as well as, developing their skills
and attitudes to work. This will support successful
transition into further training and/or work. This
experience will also build positive relationships
between our school and the local community. 
Year 10 students, who meet the school’s pre-
requisites, will be provided the opportunity to
partake in a week of work experience from 27 March
until 31 March (week 10). If your student is
interested, and would like to partake in this
opportunity, please see Ms Jackson in Senior
Schooling for a permission and application form. 

Please note that this is not a compulsory activity and
all students that do not partake in the work
experience program will be expected to attend
school in their normal timetabled classes.

                                                                                                           
              Catherine Cole - Head of Senior Schooling

Year 8 HASS Class
As our Year 8 HASS classes study the Renaissance,

we gave them the task to create their own building
using the limited resources of dry pasta,
marshmallows and sticky tape. I think it’s safe to say
that we have some budding engineers amongst our
ranks and in the unfortunate cases who saw their
towers collapse, they at least learnt an appreciation
for the Renaissance architects and artists we’re
studying and had some fun along the way.  

                                                                                                 
 Sarah Oughton - Head of Humanities and Business

 

The Visual Arts 2023
The Visual Art sta  are o  to a great start in 2023 as
many students begin to work on their major art
projects. Our senior students are currently working
through a series of self portraits that investigate
aspects of Identity. Through developing individual
approaches, the students will explore a wide variety
of drawing mediums. Year 12 Art students are
Printmaking whilst interpreting the concept of
“Object”. By constructing photo compositions,
students have generated original etchings and lino
prints for their major project. Year 9 artists are
perfecting their drawing skills in the unit “What’s
your Style?”. A highly realistic animal portrait in
pencil will be constructed using grid and contour
methods. Surrealism and Fantasy Art is the focus for
10 Art students this term. The year 10 students have
examined Freudian theories of the sub conscious
mind and how our conscious and sub conscious
produce imagery that is unreal or dreamlike. The
year 10 art classes recently took part in creating
experimental ink blot tests as part of this theory.
Students then observed the ink blots to recognise
and create new-found imagery. From this concept
year 10s will create Surreal Juxtapositions and
Fantasy Imagery. Our year 7 artists are learning all
about the Visual Elements of Design and generating
small experimental works in their art journals. It is
evident from the rst few weeks of school that there
is an abundance of talent within the Browns Plains
High School Community and we look forward to
sharing the wonderful creations of 2023. Student
artwork below is by the Visual Arts team (in order of
photos) - Year 9 Art Class Tonal Studies, Year
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9 Eye Studies, Jai Fitzpatrick - Year 11 Line Portrait,
Jessica Siv - Year 10 Surreal Glass and Tallon
Costello , Year 10 - Art Splat.

                                                                                                           
                                   Julie Young - Arts Teacher

 

Reef to Rainforest Tour
BPSHS are taking 19 students on an inaugural tour to
Cairns to explore the Great Barrier Reef and the
Daintree Forest this September. We have so many
activities planned from river tubing, to snorkelling;
guided rainforest hikes with local Aboriginal elders
to tours at the crocodile farm and nally, turtle
rehabilitation tour.   There is one more place
available if your child wishes to attend

(Years 10-12 only) – contact Ms Oughton on 07 3802
6222 for more information. 

Photo Day Information

Just a reminder that Browns Plains State High
School has our upcoming photo day on 21 February.
Online orders remain open until photo day.
Following that time parents can still order by
phoning the MSP Photography o ce, however, a
late fee will be incurred.

House Cup Points Update - Term 1, Week 4
Welcome to the rst
House Cup update for
2023.

Last year saw a very
close race that came
down to the wire in
several events,
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with Bradman taking the eventual win. However, a
new year means new opportunities for all houses, so
lets take a look at how the rst few weeks of
competition have shaped up.

Academic Pillar
Bradman has a very narrow lead in the academic
pillar, thanks to their fantastic attendance at
Homework Club every Thursday after school.

This term also has opportunities to earn points in
this pillar through our Pi Day celebrations on March
14th, and later this term in the Short Story writing
competition. Points will be earned for participation,
with extra points being awarded to students and
houses that are successful!

Arts Pillar
The arts pillar is also currently led by Bradman. This
is thanks to their great participation and
performances in the Vocal Ensemble and Music Jam
programs led by our fantastic arts team!

If you're interested in either of these programs,
speak to one of our Arts Teachers and take the
opportunity to pursue your interests with like-
minded people!

Community Pillar
Breaking the streak, we have Fraser in with a small
lead over Strickland in the lead for the community
pillar.

Fraser’s Year 7s had a phenomenal showing
throughout orientation week, putting them in the
lead there. While Breakfast Club participation is
neck-and-neck between the houses, Fraser has
developed a small lead in the number of house shirts
being worn and recorded every Wednesday.

Remember to wear your House Shirts every
Wednesday, and remind your teachers to record the
points so you don’t miss out.

Sport Pillar
Our sport pillar is currently led by Laver after their
outstanding performance in the 2022 swimming
carnival, with a commanding lead over the other
houses.

Points in this pillar can be earned through each of
our end-of-term events, FYP sport, and the
Interhouse Challenge. This term’s interhouse
challenge is in Multi-Sport, and our rst round
places Bradman against Fraser this Wednesday

in the MPS. All year levels are welcome, so come
along and show your house spirit by participating or
watching.

Attendance and ATL
Bradman leads both of these pillars at the start of
2023.

Keep in mind that 1 ATL point is given for every
lesson you attend, so you can help your house in
both these areas just by showing up and meeting
your teacher’s expectation.

We look forward to seeing how this year develops
and who gets to add their name to the House Cup
Trophy!

Upcoming Events and Meetings

Parents' Corner
Family Information - Change of Details
If you have recently moved or have a new
telephone/mobile number, please advise the School
O ce immediately so we have the correct
information on our database. At times we may need
to contact you and it is important that we have the
correct information in case of emergencies.

Student Absence
If your child is away, please contact the School O ce
by 9:00am to notify us of your child’s absence or late
arrival to school.  Phone: 07 3802 6213

Leaving Early from SchoolIf a student needs to leave
the school, a note which is signed and dated by
parents or the legal caregiver is to be presented to an
administration o cer BEFORE SCHOOL. The o ce
will issue a pass for the student to be allowed out of
class. The student is to present this to the
attendance officer at the time of leaving
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and a printed slip will be issued to the students.
Please Note: All students who sign out of school
early must be collected at the o ce by a parent or
carer.

P&C Meeting
The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday, 21
February at 5.00pm. We'd like to invite and
encourage Year 7 parents and carers to attend and
also invite all our continuing families to attend as
well. Come along and be involved in the school with
like minded people and make new friends.We look
forward to welcoming you next Tuesday night.

Uniform Shop Trading Hours
Tuesday      7:45am – 10:30am
Thursday     7:45am – 10:30am 
                         2:30pm – 4:30pm
Phone:        07 3802 6280

Finance Matters
Cash Office Trading Hours
Monday        8:15am – 2:00pm
Wednesday 8:15am – 2:00pm
Friday           8:15am – 2:00pm
Please note that the cash room is closed on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Electronic payments are
always welcome. If you have any questions please
contact the office on 07 3802 6222.
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